
1 
 

Virtual Worship from St. Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, Kamloops BC 
December 24, 2020 – Christmas Eve 7PM 
Pre-recorded 2020 12 19 

 
Bishop Lincoln officiates; Music is coordinated by Dean Ken with contributions from many cathedral 
parishioners and friends including Rachel Casponi; Melissa Green assists 

The poinsettias are given by Jim and Margaret Mitchell to the glory of God and in loving memory of two 
darling sons, James Ian and Richard Stephen. Forever in our hearts, mom and dad. 

Our service originates from the traditional territory of the Tk’emlúps te Secwepemc – Kamloops & Area First Nation. We 
acknowledge their care for and working of the land prior to contact with Europeans. As Canadian Anglicans, we continue 
to work toward healing and reconciliation and a new experience of sharing the land together 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDELABRA    Melissa Green and Dean Ken 
 

With memories of Advent now past, 
We joyfully welcome the infant Jesus, 
God enfleshed, God among us, now and forever. 
 
We light these candles, 
Knowing that we who have welked in darkness, 
Now see a great light,  
That a child has been born for us,  
Wonderful, Counsellor, Creator God. 
 
Our waiting is over, so now we give thanks,  
Though separated in the present moment,  
We unite in a single voice: 
Glory to God in the highest heaven 
And Peace to all creation. Amen.  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,    Bishop Lincoln 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Almighty God, 
All to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 
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Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly king, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
CAROL(S)  
 
COLLECT         bishop Lincoln 
 

Eternal God, 
this holy season is radiant 
with the brilliance of your one true light. 
As we have known 
the revelation of that light on earth, 
bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH    Melissa Green 
 

The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. ISAIAH 9:2-7 

 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people   Thanks be to God 
 
CAROL(S) 
 
A READING FROM THE LETTER TO TITUS    Melissa Green 
 
But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not 
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 
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through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. TITUS 3:4-7 
 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people   Thanks be to God 
 
CAROL(S) 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE 
Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ     Bishop Lincoln  
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. LUKE 2:1-20 
 
The Gospel of Christ   Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 
 
The sermon is re-located to the end of the service 
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CAROL(S)  
 
THE NICENE CREED       Dean Ken 
 
Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
INTERCESSIONS        Dean Ken 
 

In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, saying, 
  Lord, grant us peace. 

 
By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O 
Lord.  Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 
 
Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 
 
Special intentions are here named 

 
Gracious God, 
you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 
you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking. 
Grant our requests as may be best for us. 
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This we ask in the name of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Dear friends in Christ,      Dean Ken 
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners 
and invites them to his table. 
Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 
Silence is kept 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon you,    Bishop Lincoln 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
  
(St. Teresa of Avila wrote:  “When you do not receive communion and you do not attend Mass, you can make a 
spiritual communion, which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God will be greatly impressed on you.”  

Spiritual communion is defined by St. Thomas Aquinas as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy 
Sacrament and in loving embracing him as if we had actually received him.” 
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This ancient tradition of spiritual communion is available to all of us when we are not able to receive the bread 
and wine. After we have said the prayer asking Jesus to come to us spiritually, we will sit quietly while listening 
for and being with God as music is played) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (said)      Bishop Lincoln   
 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI         Bishop Lincoln (to end) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: Have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: Have mercy upon us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: Grant us your peace. 
 

The Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 
My dear Jesus, 
in these times, I cannot receive you sacramentally as I wish. 
Come into my soul now, as you came into your world. 
Bring healing and peace. Give comfort and joy. 
Restore your Church in Love. Strengthen us for service 
that when our wanderings end, we may in courage and confidence 
bring your love to the world. Amen.  

 
Quiet time as music is played      Dean Ken 
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Closing Prayers 
 

Let us pray.         
 

Gracious God 
we thank you for feeding us in this spiritual way  
with Jesus Christ.   
 
May we who follow Christ,  
bring life to others;  
we, who the spirit lights,  
give light to the world.  
 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us;  
so that we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE      Bishop Lincoln 
 
Let us pray now with Franciscans and all the faithful worldwide, as we continue to celebrate 
the tradition of the Crèche, and taste the love that St. Francis had for the Birth of the infant  
Jesus. Let us pray as a community together: 
 

God of every nation and people, 
from the very beginning of creation 
you have made manifest your love: 
when our need for a Savior was great 
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. 
To our lives he brings joy and peace, 
justice, mercy, and love. Amen.  
 
Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Glory to God,  
whose power working in us 
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  
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Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the church and in Christ Jesus  
for ever and ever. Amen 

 
EPISCOPAL BLESSING       Bishop Lincoln 
 
CAROLS AROUND THE MANGER – Additional segment – recorded separately 
A seasonal soiree with Dean Ken and Rachel Casponi 

 
 
 
 


