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Virtual Worship from St. Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, Kamloops BC 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Gail Ovington plays keyboards today; Jim Waldie the singing; Melissa Green officiates, and 
Dean Ken preaches 

Prelude: Prelude and Fugue (BWV 549) by J.S. Bach O God our Help in Ages Past  (St. Anne) - 
setting by Anthony Giamanco (b. 1958) 
 
GREETING AND TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT   Melissa Green 
 

Thanks be to you, O God,  
that we have risen this day 
To the rising of this life itself. 
 
Be the purpose of God between us and each purpose, 
The hand of God between us and each hand. 
The pain of Christ between us and each pain, 
The love of Christ between us and each love. 
O God, who brought us to the bright light of this new day, 
Bring us to the guiding light of eternity. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND RESTORATION 
 

We gather in God’s name.  
We claim Christ’s promised presence. 
 
My brothers and sisters,  
not out of dread and fear  
but believing that God is faithful to forgive,  
let us rid ourselves of what we need to carry no longer. 
 
Eternal God, maker of the skies above,  
lowly Christ, born amidst the growing earth,  
Spirit of life, wind over the flowing waters,  
in earth and sky, you are there.  
O hidden mystery, sun behind all suns, soul behind all souls,  
in everything we touch, in everyone we meet,  
your presence is around us, and we give you thanks.  
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But when we have not touched  
but trampled you in creation,  
when we have not met but missed you in one another,  
when we have not received but rejected you in the poor,  
forgive us, and hear now our plea for mercy. 

 
ABSOLUTION AND ENCOURAGEMENT      Dean Ken 
 

Hear now the words of Jesus 
for all who are truly sorry and seek to renew their lives:  
your sins are forgiven.  
Go in peace; come and follow Christ with me. 
 
Lead us now, O God,  
to acknowledge your costly generosity  
by living as forgiven people,  
until heaven and earth rejoice 
and the whole earth cries Glory!  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Opening prayers from the Iona Community 

 
HYMN (Tune: CP 3) 
 

Praise and thanksgiving,  
Father we offer  
for all things living  
you have made good;  
harvest of sown fields,  
fruits of the orchard,  
hay from the mown fields,  
blossom and wood. 
 
Lord, bless the labour  
we bring to serve you,  
that with our neighbour  
we may be fed.  
Sowing or tilling,  
we would work with you;  
harvesting, milling,  
for daily bread.  

 

 
 
Mother, providing  
food for your children,  
your wisdom guiding  
teaches us share  
one with another,  
so that, rejoicing,  
sister and brother  
may know your care. 
 
Then will your blessing  
reach ev’ry people;  
each one confessing  
your gracious hand:  
where you are reigning  
no one will hunger;  
your love sustaining  
fruitful the land. 
Text © 1988 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used 
with permission through One License A-605242  
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COLLECT 
 

Eternal God, 
who caused all holy scriptures 
to be written for our learning, 
grant us so to hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA     Jim Waldie 
 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And 
Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors 
Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods.  
 
Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of 
Canaan and made his offspring many. Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in 
sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River 
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we 
will serve the Lord."  
 
Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along 
all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord 
drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 
serve the Lord, for he is our God."  
 
But Joshua said to the people, "You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous 
God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve 
foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you 
good." And the people said to Joshua, "No, we will serve the Lord!" Then Joshua said to the 
people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him." 
And they said, "We are witnesses." He said, "Then put away the foreign gods that are among 
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you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel." The people said to Joshua, "The 
Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey." So Joshua made a covenant with the people that 
day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. JOSHUA 24:1-3A, 14-25 
 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people   Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 78:1-7        Jim Waldie 
 

Hear my teaching, O my people;  
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; I 
 will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

That which we have heard and known,  
and what our forefathers have told us, we will not hide from their children. 

We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds 
 and the power of the Lord,  
and the wonderful works he has done.  

He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel,  
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn;  
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

So that they might put their trust in God,  
and not forget the deeds of God, but keep his commandments.  

 
A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS Jim Waldie 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.  
 
For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are 
left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 
the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18 
 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people  Thanks be to God 
 
  



5 
 

HYMN  
 

1. Let there be light, 
let there be understanding, 
let all the nations gather, 
let them be face to face. 
 
2. Open our lips, 
open our minds to ponder, 
open the door of concord 
opening into grace. 
 
3. Perish the sword, 
perish the angry judgment, 
perish the bombs and hunger, 
perish the fight for gain. 

 
 

 
 
4. Hallow our love, 
hallow the deaths of martyrs, 
hallow their holy freedom, 
hallowed be your name. 
 
5. Your kingdom come, 
your Spirit turn to language, 
your people speak together, 
your Spirit never fade. 
 
6. Let there be light, 
open our hearts to wonder, 
perish the way of terror, 
hallow the world God made. 
©Frances Wheeler Davis; Used with permission through One 
License A-605242  

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW  Dean Ken 
Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ  
 
Jesus said, "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As 
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  
 
But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 
Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 'Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  
 
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us.' But he replied, 'Truly I 
tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour." MATTHEW 25:1-13 
 
The Gospel of Christ   Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 
 
THE SERMON        Dean Ken 
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INTERCESSIONS – including an ACT OF REMEMBRANCE  Melissa Green and Jim Waldie
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER       Jim Waldie
      

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,   
let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
       
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
Setting by Gordon Light; ©St. George’s Anglican Church, Edmonton, AB;  
Used with permission through One License A-605242  

 
CLOSING PRAYERS        Dean Ken    
  
 May the everlasting God shield you,  
 east and west and wherever you go.  
 And the blessing of God be upon you: 
 The blessing of the God of life 
 
 The blessing of Christ be upon you: 
 The blessing of the Christ of love. 
 
 The blessing of the Spirit be upon you: 
 The blessing of the Spirit of grace. 
 
 The blessing of the Trinity be upon you,  
 now and for evermore. Amen. 
 
 Let us go into the world rejoicing.  

It is Christ who goes before us. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and a letter      Dean Ken and Jon Buckle 
 
O CANADA 
 
HYMN CP 602 
 
Refrain:   Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
         till all the world adore his glorious name! 
 

Come, Christian people, sing your praises, shout! 
if we are silent, even stones cry out.   Refrain 
 
Jesus, you wept to see our human strife, 
teach us compassion for each human life.  Refrain 
 
Peace was your plea, and peace your loving theme , 
let peace be our passport, peace a living dream. Refrain 
 
Great is the cost of walking on this road, 
to follow and suffer with the Son of God.  Refrain 
 
Worlds to be born and children yet to be 
come, take up this song into eternity.   Refrain 
Words ©1974 Hope Publishing Company – version by Shirley Erena Murray; Used with permission through One License A-605242 

 
Postlude: A Mighty Fortress is our God (Ein Feste Burg) - setting by Robert Thompson (b.1940) 
 
Opening and closing prayers first found life in the Iona Community. 


