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Francis Festival 
Virtual worship from St. Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, Kamloops BC 
Feast Day of St. Francis; Sunday, October 4, 2020 
 
Gail Ovington plays organ today; Dean Ken sings and preaches, Claire Tosoff is today’s lector. 
 
Organ Prelude music: Chorale Prelude, BWV 734 Come Dance and Sing by J.S. Bach (1685-
1750), and O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing - setting by Donna Robertson (b. 1935) 
 
HYMN CP 306 (Words may vary from the CP text) 
 

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread thro' all the earth abroad 
the honors of your name. 
 
3 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
that bids our sorrows cease, 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'tis life and health and peace. 
 
4 He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
he sets the prisoner free; 
his blood can make the foulest clean; 
his blood availed for me. 
 
5 To God all glory, praise, and love 
be now and ever given 
by saints below and saints above, 
the Church in earth and heaven. PD 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT       Melissa Green   
Our service today originates from the traditional territory of the Tk’emlúps te 
Secwepemc – Kamloops & Area First Nation. We acknowledge their care for and 
working of the land prior to contact with Europeans. As Canadian Anglicans,  
we continue to work toward healing and reconciliation and a new experience of sharing 
the land together. kukwstsétsemc (Kooksgem) 

 
Leader The world belongs to God, 
All  the earth and all its people. 
Leader How good and how lovely it is 
All  to live together in unity. 
Leader Love and faith come together, 
All  justice and peace join hands, 
Leader If the Lord's disciples keep silent 
All  these stones would shout aloud. 
Leader Open our lips, 0 God 
All  and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Let us pray  
          

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the 
vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you 
delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH     Claire Tosoff 
 

Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, 
and his upper rooms by injustice; 
who makes his neighbours work for nothing, 
and does not give them their wages; 
who says, “I will build myself a spacious house 
with large upper rooms”, 
and who cuts out windows for it, 
panelling it with cedar, 
and painting it with vermilion. 
 
Are you a king 
because you compete in cedar? 
Did not your father eat and drink 
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and do justice and righteousness? 
Then it was well with him. 
 
He judged the cause of the poor and needy; 
then it was well. 
Is not this to know me? says the Lord.  Jeremiah 22:13–16 

 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people   Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 148:7–14        Claire Tosoff 
 

Praise the Lord from the earth,  
you sea-monsters and all deeps; 

Fire and hail, snow and fog,  
tempestuous wind, doing his will; 

Mountains and all hills,  
fruit trees and all cedars; 

Wild beasts and all cattle,  
creeping things and winged birds; 

Kings of the earth and all peoples,  
princes and all rulers of the world; 

Young men and maidens,  
old and young together. 

Let them praise the Name of the Lord,  
for his Name only is exalted, 
his splendor is over earth and heaven. 

He has raised up strength for his people 
and praise for all his loyal servants,  
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah! 

 
A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE GALATIANS  Claire Tosoff 
 
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is 
anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule-- peace be 
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 
 
From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my 
body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 
 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people  Thanks be to God 
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VIDEO MUSIC  Sanctuary, by Carrie Newcomer 
 
Will you be my refuge,  
My haven in the storm,  
Will you keep the embers warm,  
When my fire’s all but gone?  
Will you remember,  
And bring me sprigs of rosemary,  
Be my sanctuary, ’ 
Til I can carry on  
Carry on Carry on.  
 
This one knocked me to the ground,  
This one dropped me to my knees,  
I should have seen it coming,  
But it surprised me.  
Will you be my refuge,  
My haven in the storm,  
Will you keep the embers warm,  
When my fire’s all but gone?  
Will you remember,  
And bring me sprigs of rosemary,  
Be my sanctuary,  
’Til I can carry on  
Carry on Carry on.  
 
In a state of true believers,  
On streets called us and them,  

Its gonna take some time,  
’Til the world feels safe again.  
Will you be my refuge,  
My haven in the storm,  
Will you keep the embers warm,  
When my fire’s all but gone?  
Will you remember,  
And bring me sprigs of rosemary,  
Be my sanctuary,  
’Til I can carry on  
Carry on Carry on.  
 
You can rest here in Brown Chapel,  
Or with a circle of friends,  
Or quiet grove of trees,  
Or between two bookends.  
Will you be my refuge,  
My haven in the storm,  
Will you keep the embers warm,  
When my fire’s all but gone?  
Will you remember,  
And bring me sprigs of rosemary,  
Be my sanctuary,  
’Til I can carry on  
Carry on Carry on.  

Words and Music by Carrie Newcomer ©2016 Carrie Newcomer Music (BMI), Administered by BMG Chrysalis; 
Lyrics and video used with permission.  
 
This song was written after a conversation with the American Quaker and author Parker J. Palmer. She asked 
him, “What can we do when we are personally or politically heartbroken?” He responded, “We take sanctuary. 
We gather with those we love, in places like Brown Chapel (a starting point for the Selma to Montgomery 
marches in 1965). We remember, we share stories or we sit in silence until we can go on.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjOioWTVAl4  
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW  
Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ      Dean Ken 
 
Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjOioWTVAl4
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such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:25–30 
 
The Gospel of Christ   Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 
 
SERMON              Dean Ken 
 
FAITHFUL CELEBRATION             Claire Tosoff 
 
Blessing the Animals 
You who created them 
and called them good: 
 
bless again these creatures 
who come to us 
as a blessing 
fashioned of fur 
or feather 
or fin, 
formed of flesh 
that breathes with 
your own breath, 
that you have made 
from sheer delight, 
that you have given 
in dazzling variety. 
 
Bless them 
who curl themselves 
around our hearts, 

who twine themselves 
through our days, 
who companion us 
in our labor, 
who call us 
to come and play. 
 
Bless them 
who will never be 
entirely tamed 
and so remind us 
that you love 
what is wild, 
that you rejoice 
in what lives close 
to the earth, 
that your heart beats 
in the heart of these creatures 
you have entrusted 
to our care. 

—Jan Richardson
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    Claire Tosoff 
 
God is the One who answers prayer 

and walks with us in times of celebration and grief,   
for the Holy One has a purpose more glorious than we can imagine.  
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Therefore, let us offer our prayers and give thanks 
to the One who comforts, restores, and heals. 

 
Let us pray for all leaders and people of the world. . . .  

You have created one human family to live and flourish in peace.  
Give us the wisdom to order our world that all may find shelter, sustenance, and love. 

 
Let us pray for your church. . . . 

You have given us the gift of  the indwelling Christ,    
that your church may be faithful, loving, and wise.  
Give us strength to follow your Son  
until all are reconciled by his grace and love.  

 
Let us pray for those who are sick, who suffer need, or are in danger. . . .  

You have made us for a noble purpose,  
to love and care for each other at every turn.   
Give us the compassion and skill to love our neighbor   
and seek the well-being of those in need. 

 
Let us pray for your creation. . . .   

Your faithfulness is revealed in the rhythmic nature of creation,  
and your sanctuary is known in the earth itself.  
Rid us of the apathy and greed that injures its health,  
for you have bound your creation together for the blessing of all.  

 
Let us remember those who have died. . . .   

You call us into communion in worship   
to glorify you and sing your praise.   
Make us one with the saints,   
who have found their eternal rest in you,  
Creator and Lover of all. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER       Dean Ken    
   

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,   
let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
       
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
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on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
Setting by Gordon Light; ©St. George’s Anglican Church, Edmonton, AB;  
Used with permission through One License A-605242  

 
CLOSING RESPONSES        Dean Ken 
 
Leader:  This we know, the earth does not belong to us,  
All:   we belong to the earth.  
Leader:  This we know, all things are connected,  
All:   like the blood that unites one family.  
Leader:  This we know, we did not weave the web of life,  
All:   we are merely a strand in it.  
Leader:  This we know, whatever we do to the web,  
All:   we do to ourselves.  
Leader:  Let us give thanks for the gift of creation,  
All:   let us give thanks that all things hold together in christ.  
 
BLESSING  
 
Leader:  Bless to us, O God,  
All  The moon that is above us,  

The earth that is beneath us,  
The friends who are around us,  
Your image deep within us, Amen.  

 
Announcements        Dean Ken 
  
HYMN CP 355 (select verses) 
 

All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voices, let us sing  
alleluia, alleluia!  
Bright burning sun and golden beams,  
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pale silver moon that gently gleam,  
alleluia, alleluia!  
 
Great rushing wind and breezes soft,  
you clouds that ride the heavens aloft,  
O sing now, alleluia!  
Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice,  
stars night shining, find a voice,  
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia!  
 
Swift flowing water, pure and clear,  
make music for your Lord to hear,  
alleluia, alleluia! 
Fire, so intense and fiercely bright,  
you give to us both warmth and light,  
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia!  
 
Earth ever fertile, day by day 
unfold your blessings on our way,  
O sing now, alleluia!  
All flowers and fruits that in you grow, 
God’s Glory let them also show 
alleluia, alleluia!  
 
Let all things their creator bless, 
And worship God in humbleness, 
alleluia, alleluia!  
Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three-in-One: 
alleluia, alleluia! 
PD Based on S. Francis of Assisi, Canticle of the Sun; adapt.  

 
The words of the hymn were initially written by St. Francis of Assisi in 1225 in the Canticle of the Sun poem, 
which was based on Psalm 148. The words were translated into English by William Draper, who at the time 
was rector of a Church of England parish church at Adel near Leeds. Draper paraphrased the words of the 
Canticle and set them to music. 
 
Postlude: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing - setting by John Barr (b. 1938) 
 
 


