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Celebrating Creation: A Jubilee for the Earth: Week ONE 
Virtual worship from St. Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, Kamloops BC 
Sunday, September 6, 2020 
 
Gail Ovington is at the keyboards; Rhonda Dextraze leads the singing; Dean Ken officiates and 
preaches 
 
Organ Prelude: Praeludium in D, BuxWV 139 by Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

Andante, Fuga, Adagio 
 

Territorial Acknowledgement; greeting and online gathering 
 

We gather in the name of the Triune God,      Melissa Green 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 
of the Earth and all its creatures! 
 
Praise be to the Holy Trinity! God is sound and life,  
Creator of the Universe, Source of all life,  
whom the angels sing; wondrous Light 
of all mysteries known or unknown to humankind,  
and life that lives in all.  
Hildegard of Bingen, 13th Century 
 
We gather in the image of the Creator 
who is a community of love. 
We gather in the name of the Redeemer 
who reconciles all of creation. 
We gather in the presence of the Life Giver 
who inspires new life and renews it. † 

 
Psalm 104 
 

Bless the Lord, O my Soul! 
All creatures look to you  
to give them their food at the proper time.  
When you open your hand,  
they are satisfied with good things. 
 
You have made the moon to mark the seasons;  
the sun knows its time for setting.  
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You make darkness, and it is night,  
when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 
All creatures look to you  
to give them their food at the proper time.  
When you open your hand,  
they are satisfied with good things. 
 
The lions roar for their prey and seek their food from God;  
The sun rises, and they steal away;  
they return and lie down in their dens.  
Then people go out to their work, to their labor until evening. 
All creatures look to you  
to give them their food at the proper time.  
When you open your hand,  
they are satisfied with good things. 
 
From your lofty abode you water the mountains;  
You make springs gush forth in the valleys;  
they flow between the hills, giving drink to every wild animal; 
All creatures look to you 
to give them their food at the proper time.  
When you open your hand,  
they are satisfied with good things. 
 
You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,  
and plants for people to use,  
to bring forth food from the Earth,  
wine to gladden the human heart,  
oil to make the face shine,  
and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
All creatures look to you  
to give them their food at the proper time.  
When you open your hand,  
they are satisfied with good things. 
 
The Earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 
All creatures look to you  
to give them their food at the proper time.  
When you open your hand,  
they are satisfied with good things. 
May the glory of the Lord endure forever! † 
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Hymn  CP 3 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 
Praise for the singing 
Praise for the morning 
Praise for them springing fresh from the world 
 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 
Like the first dewfall on the first grass 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 
Sprung in completeness where his feet pass 
 
Mine is the sunlight 
Mine is the morning 
Born of the one light Eden saw play 
Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning 
God's recreation of the new day  
Eleanor Farjeon; ©David Higham Associates Ltd.  
Used with permission through One License A-605242  

 
Let us pray           Kathie Gray 

 
Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people, 
that richly bearing the fruit of good works, 
we may by you be richly rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EXODUS      
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, 
a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people 
who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of 
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  
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They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, 
with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins 
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It 
is the passover of the Lord.  
 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: 
I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This 
day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  EXODUS 12:1-14 
 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people   Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 149 
 

Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 

Let Israel rejoice in his maker;  
let the children of Zion be joyful in their king. 

Let them praise his name in the dance;  
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 

For the Lord takes pleasure in his people  
and adorns the poor with victory. 

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;  
let them be joyful on their beds.  

Let the praises of God be in their throat  
and a two-edged sword in their hand; 

To wreak vengeance on the nations  
and punishment on the peoples;  

To bind their kings in chains 
and their nobles with links of iron; 

To inflict on them the judgement decreed;  
this is glory for all his faithful people. Hallelujah! 

 
A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS   
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
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"Love your neighbour as yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law.  
 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us 
live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  ROMANS 13:8-14 
 
Hear what the Spirit says to all people  Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn  CP 500 This text differs from that published in Common Praise 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
I wil! weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
 
Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
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pray thatl may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
Gillard, Richard (1953-)  Integrity Music, Inc.  
Used with permission through One License A-605242; alt.  

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW  
Glory to You Lord Jesus Christ        Dean Ken 
 
Jesus said, "If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there among them."  MATTHEW 18:15-20 
 
The Gospel of Christ   Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Sermon          Dean Ken 
 
Celebration          Kathie Gray 
 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord,  
May God be exalted and praised for ever. 

In the firmament of holy power, glorify the Lord,  
May God be exalted and praised for ever. 

 
Let the earth glorify the Lord.  

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 
and all that grows upon the earth,  

May God be exalted and praised for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams,  

O whales and all that move in the waters. 
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord,  

May God be exalted and praised for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild,  

and all you flocks and herds. 
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O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord,  
May God be exalted and praised for ever. 

 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  

May God be exalted and praised for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,  

May God be exalted and praised for ever. 
Song of the Three 35–36, 52–60 (Book of Alternative Services) 

 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings       Kathie Gray   
 

Specific intentions are offered at this point 
 
We pray in thanksgiving for Mother Earth in whom all life is rooted, Brother Sun whose 
energy radiates life, Sister Water who nurtures and revives us, and co-creatures with 
whom we live, and for whom we are called to till and keep this garden.  
enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  
 
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your 
creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the 
power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may 
live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. Creative Spirit,  
enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  
 
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this Earth, so 
precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not 
prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of 
those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the Earth. Creative Spirit,  
enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  
 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards 
your infinite light. Creative Spirit,  
enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  
 
In the wake of the COVID-19 global pandemic, hear our cries of compassion, and heal 
our world and all creatures. Inspire our hearts with a holy imagination, to rise, freed 
from the demands to produce and consume to imagine a just, sustainable way of living, 
where all have enough, and all may be restored.  
enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  
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During this Season of Creation, grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our planet. 
Strengthen us with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the creativity to 
share what we have been given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough. And as we 
proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the ground.  
enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.  
 
We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for 
justice, love and peace. Creative Spirit,  
enlighten our hearts and remain with your world. Amen. † 
Adapted from A prayer for the Earth, Pope Francis, Laudato Si 

 
Confession (based on Leviticus 25:1-25) and absolution    Kathie Gray 
 
We praise you God, for the Earth that sustains life. Through the planetary cycles of days and 
seasons, renewal and growth, you open your hand to give all creatures our food in the proper 
time. In your Wisdom you gave a Sabbath for the land to rest. But our living pushes the planet 
beyond its limits. Our demand for growth, and an endless cycle of production and 
consumption are exhausting our world.  
 
The forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the fields fail, the deserts advance, the seas acidify, the 
storms intensify. Humans and animals are forced to flee in search of security. We have not allowed 
the land to observe a Sabbath, and the Earth is struggling to renew. And so we confess.  
 

God of mercy and justice, 
You tell us the land must rest,  
free from the burden of production. 
We confess our demand 
that the Earth produce beyond its limits,  
and our bondage to desire more. 
 
You call us to pause from sowing, pruning,  
and reaping in ways that destroy the soil. 
We confess our vicious consumption of food and energy. 
 
You assure us that we can be filled from the yield of the land. 
We confess our lack of trust that we can thrive within the Earth’s limits. 
 
You affirm that our security is found in enough. 
We confess our lack of courage to resist the myth of endless growth. 
 
 



9 
 

You tell us that the land must not be sold permanently,  
because the land is Yours, and everything in it. 
We confess to thinking of creation as given, instead of a gift. 
 
You call us to leave enough fruit on the vine  
and in the fields to feed our neighbours, animals, and replenish the Earth. 
We confess our failure to share what we receive from the Earth. 
 
You call us to fairness and justice. 
We confess our lack of faith,  
not loving you with our whole heart and strength and mind,  
or our human and non-human neighbours as ourselves. 
 
Turn us from fear and mistrust, 
and free us to imagine a life reconciled to the Earth and all creatures,  
through the Good News of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon you,      Dean Ken 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. † 
Adapted from the Lutheran World Federation 

 
The Lord’s Prayer          
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,       
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
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and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
Setting by Gordon Light; ©St. George’s Anglican Church, Edmonton, AB;  
Used with permission through One License A-605242  

 
Closing Responses          Dean Ken 
 

Bless to me, O God,  
The earth beneath my foot,  
Bless to me, O God,  
The path whereon I go;  
Bless to me, O God,  
The thing of my desire;  
Thou Evermore of evermore,  
Bless Thou to me my rest. 
Bless to me the thing  
Whereon is set my mind,  
Bless to me the thing  
Whereon is set my love;  
Bless to me the thing  
Whereon is set my hope;  
O Thou King of kings  
Bless Thou to me mine eye! 
Found in The Celtic Way of Prayer: The Recovery of the Religious Imagination by Esther De Waal  
 

Announcements          Dean Ken 
 
Hymn  CP 237 
 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
In the grave they laid Him, Love Whom we had slain, 
Thinking that He’d never wake to life again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Up He sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave had lain; 
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Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain, 
By Your touch You call us back to life again; 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. PD 
 

Postlude:  A Mighty Fortress is our God - hymn setting by Robert M Thompson ( b. 1940) 
  
Texts marked † are drawn from Jubilee for the Earth: Season of Creation 2020: A Celebration Guide and are 
used with permission and encouragement. Other examples of good actions can be found at the same site 
https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide/  
 
 
 
 

https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide/

