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Wednesday June 3, 2020 
A Pastoral Letter from Dean Ken,  
 
Greetings friends in the name of God, Source of All Being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit.  
 
I hope you are doing well through these strange pandemic times. Changes in routine, isolation, the daily 
briefings of medical health officers and the shared experiences of so many fill my days and I suspect yours as 
well. Some have discovered new places to walk, hike and golf; others feel some sort of cabin fever. The 
pandemic has disrupted our routines and for some, our comfort. Some face an uncertain employment 
future. Others try to keep struggling businesses alive. We are all concerned for those most vulnerable in our 
city and nation.  
 
That said, there are no bombs flying overhead, and people have endured such disruption before. And of 
course, we are not alone; God the Holy Spirit breathes through us in the most unpredictable ways: “The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. 
So it is with everyone born of the Spirit” (John 3:8). 
 
Here at St. Paul’s much has happened through the past ten or so weeks. The shift to virtual worship, the 
Zoom Coffee times, Wednesday Online Worship, the Phoning Ministry and email have helped us feel 
connected though not as we might wish. We are presently evaluating our communication strategy as some 
aspects of community life are opening up though the Coronavirus will be a significant threat for months if 
not years to come. 
 
I hear from many that any return to in-person worship is premature at this point, especially given that so 
many of us are in the high-risk group according to age and other health factors. I sense however from a few 
an urgency to get back in the building. Any such return would be radically different from what we 
experienced at the beginning of March. We also must comply with directives from Bishop-elect Lincoln.  
 
Yes the church is more than a building; it is a living, breathing community experiencing and expressing the 
love of Christ for everyone and the creation which supports life. The church space we know and love is also 
that space where we celebrate, we grieve, we teach and learn, we mark all life’s stages, we pray in speech 
and song, we cry aloud for justice as we create and express what God the Holy One shares and grows in us. 
In all of this God speaks to and through communities like St. Paul’s, and always has done so.  
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Some local churches have re-opened with significant changes and restrictions including ticketed admission to 
gatherings of no more than fifty congregants. In recent discussions Cathedral Committee opted for a 
cautious path towards re-opening. At the same time it suggested some sort of outdoor gathering and also 
liked the idea of small in-person gatherings of an intimate nature. All this is to say that we are considering a 
variety of options in addition to the virtual Sunday morning experience we presently enjoy.  
 
I am keen to hear your thoughts, concerns and hopes. Feel free to send an email to deanspc@shaw.ca or call 
me at 778 220 2631.  
 
In other news, we recoil with horror at the racial violence unfolding in the United States and acknowledge 
that here in Canada so much needs to happen before we can claim racial equality for all. Our Church has 
made great strides forward with anti-racism training, especially in light of our Residential Schools experience, 
but there is still much to be done. When we gathered with the Primate, the Most Rev. Linda Nicholls in 
November some folks identified as “recovering racists.” The term fits well for me as my own engagement 
with persons different from myself has shifted over time. To the phrase “I can’t breathe” I can only pray that 
we all might breathe, well and deeply together.  
 
Finally, the Out Of The Cold Programme has attained independent status under the BC Societies Act, 
something the board has been working on for some time. As OOTC came to us initially under the auspices of 
St. Vincent de Paul, it came next under the umbrella of St. Pauls for a number of years. Now is able to stand 
on its own two feet and will in time take on all administrative and programmatic functions supported by its 
new executive director, Dina Lambright. Following a resolution from Cathedral Committee I wrote the 
following to the OOTC Board: 
 

We want to express our gratitude to you for the tremendous work accomplished over many years.  
 
Through the efforts of the late Bud Forbes and many board members and others such as yourselves, 
a warm welcome has been extended to so many guests who often have not found such a welcome 
elsewhere. 
 
Be assured that we will continue to provide necessary administrative assistance while the transition 
continues. We are certain that many St. Paul’s parishioners will maintain connections with OOTC and 
will likely volunteer when operations resume.  
 
We acknowledge a sense of loss as the programme becomes fully independent.  We commit to pray 
for the development of the programme especially during these challenging pandemic times. 

 
As always, you are in my thoughts and prayers as we move through Pentecost Season together, blessed by 
the presence of God the Holy Spirit in our lives,  
 
 
Dean Ken 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 


