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30 June 2019 – Pentecost 3 
Sermon: “Follow Me”  
 

Just a week or so ago, on the 19th of June, Jim and I celebrated 45 

years in Canada. As I reflected on the scripture readings for today, I 

began thinking of journeys…Elijah and Elisha’s journey to the Jordan, 

Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, our journey from England to Canada and 

later our journey from Canada to New Zealand and back again.   All 

these journeys contain elements of determination, willingness and risk. 

 

Jim and I had been married 9 years when we set out on our journey 

from the UK to Canada. As very young newlyweds in 1965, who hadn’t 

known each other very long before we married, our first few years 

together were quite stressful and difficult as we learned to live with each 

other and raise a family together, made even more stressful and difficult 

with the death of our infant son Richard during this time.  In 1974 when 

we made the decision to emigrate to Canada we still weren’t on a sound 

footing together. 

 

I share this with you, because the story of Elisha’s determination and 

willingness to follow Elijah on his journey resonated within me, 

reminding me of Jim’s and my willingness and determination to commit 

to each other, and risk the journey travelling across this vast land with 

two small children to discover a place to settle and begin the next 

chapter in our own life story.   

 

Determination, willingness and risk are also true of our journey to New 

Zealand several years later; we were well established in Kamloops, 

when an opportunity arose which took us halfway round the world, 

meaning we had to give up our jobs, home, friends and lifestyle to 

venture into the unknown.   
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I’m not sure I would attribute a “calling” to these journeys of ours, but I 

do know the positive way our lives and the lives of others have been 

impacted by our willingness to follow the call in whatever form it took, 

and I truly believe God’s hand was at work in our decisions. 

 

Determination, willingness, risk… all three attributes contained within our 

readings today, especially the Hebrew Scripture and the Gospel. 

Elisha… determined to follow Elijah no matter where Elijah is going, with 

a determined willingness to risk venturing into the unknown. 

Jesus, determined to go to Jerusalem… “he set his face towards 

Jerusalem” not willing to be side- tracked by those who rejected him in 

Samaria. 

 

In contrast we have the would be followers in today’s Gospel reading… 

not willing to take the risk in following Jesus without looking back to 

things which needed to be taken care of at home, not determined to 

heed Jesus’ call to “Follow Me.”  One thing I have learned in my life is 

that you can’t move forward, looking backwards. 

 

Will you come and follow me 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

 

As a young girl I was called to follow Jesus… unlike Samuel, I did not 

hear a voice calling my name, but deep within my very being felt the 

need to learn more about God, about Jesus, about Christianity and the 
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church… I couldn’t have explained it to you then as a calling, and it is 

only now, in my later years I can look back over my life and recognize 

the deep yearnings I have felt inside me throughout my life, as the calls 

to “Follow Me.” Called to ministry within and without the church, called to 

Guatemala to help build the House of Hope, called to nurture 

friendships, called to raise a family, called to my work with the Bishop, 

called to all my encounters with others,  and in these callings and my 

responses to follow, I have received abundant blessings. 

 

In today’s Gospel reading three people say they want to follow Jesus…  

but it’s risky! Jesus’ response to the first is to say just that… I don’t know 

where the journey will take us, we’re on the road a lot, with no place to 

go home to at the end of each day.. “foxes have holes, the birds of the 

air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head,”   

 

We don’t know if this person took the risk to follow Jesus,, Luke doesn’t 

tell us, but Jesus’ journey continues.  

 

Will you leave yourself behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

 

In his letter to the Galatians, Paul reminds us we are set free in Christ, 

and exhorts us not to use our freedom as an opportunity for self 

indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another, for the 

whole law is summed up in a single commandment: “You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.”  
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Elsewhere in the Gospels, Jesus was asked: who is my neighbour? And 

Jesus responds with the parable of the Good Samaritan.  Our 

neighbours are all those whom we encounter in our daily life. If then, we 

are to love our neighbours as ourselves we must leave ourself behind, 

care for cruel and kind, live by the Spirit as Paul instructs.. and that Spirit 

is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self control. If we live by the Spirit, we are guided by the 

Spirit. 

 

Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem…he wants to stop and rest in a 

village in Samaria, but the people there don’t want him… out of fear? out 

of resentment because Jesus was determined to journey on to 

Jerusalem? We don’t know… 

what we do know is the disciples are enraged about this treatment of 

Jesus and utter wild threats.  “Will you care for cruel and kind and never 

be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Confrontation and violence is not Jesus’ way and he rebukes the 

disciples… they continue their journey.  

 

The psalmist today begins with a cry to God, a lament, about self… 

listen again to the words: “I will cry aloud to God; I will cry aloud and he 

will hear me. In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; my hands were 

stretched out by night and did not tire; I refused to be comforted.”  

Verses 3-10 which we did not hear, describe the psalmist’s distress and 

trouble, with the focus on him or her self, the myriad of trials and how 

the psalmist feels God has forsaken him or her.  Then the focus shifts 

from self to God, all God’s good works of creation and the age old story 

of the rescue of the people of Israel… and it brings the psalmist comfort. 

 

How many times have we been caught up in the downward spiral of self 

centredness, thinking of ourselves and our own problems. How many 
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hours have we spent, especially at night when sleep won’t come, 

rehashing the past and trying to determine when and why things went 

wrong, Like the psalmist, when we put our own troubles out of our 

thoughts, and focus on God, on scripture, on prayer, we find comfort, we 

find rest, we find peace.  Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

 

This then is when we have heeded the call to “follow me”. 

Will you… if I but call your name, the hymn asks…  

Being called… how are we called?  

What does it mean to follow? 

 

Michael Marsh in one of his sermons says this:  

 

“Do we interpret Jesus’ words “Follow Me” in a way that is too small and 

restrictive? We tend to make them only about the church, the religious 

institution, and a particular way of life. They too often become about an 

exclusivity and a certain kind of life instead of inclusive of all people and 

applicable to all lives. 

 

What if “Follow Me” is Jesus invitation to every one of us to step into the 

fullness of our life? living with integrity and discovering our truest self? 

 

Sometimes the “follow me” moments of life take us to places we never 

wanted to go, or to face circumstances we never wanted to face.” 

 

Jesus asks others to follow him, but they have reasons about not going, 

saying there are matters to take care of at home first… how many of us 

have invitations to follow Jesus but have valid reasons why we can’t do 

it right now, as we have other things which need to be taken care of 

first?  
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This is where the rubber meets the road, where a decision is to be 

made, go now, or put it off.  Leave everything, everyone, take a risk, 

make a commitment, enter into the unknown…..or not right now? Putting 

things off, sometimes leads to having regrets later, looking back and 

wishing we had grasped the opportunity, had taken the risk….  

 

Will you let the blinded see 

if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free 

and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean 

and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean 

in you and you in me? 

 

Sometimes the “follow me” moments of life are public moments for 

everyone to see and other times they are moments known only to God 

and us.  They can be as adventurous as leaving everything behind and 

starting over in a new place, or as ordinary as giving a $10 grocery card 

to the homeless person on the street, keeping a promise, visiting the 

sick, inviting the housebound senior to go for lunch, holding the hand of 

someone who is ill, volunteering in the community, babysitting a 

grandchild, taking time to listen to someone’s story, recycling as a 

steward of creation, participating in a public walk with our LGBTQ2 

community, wherever and whenever life’s moments interact with others. 

 

Each of these moments, in whatever form they come, can take us more 

deeply into ourselves and more fully into our lives, and ultimately 

connect with the holy.  The “follow me” moments of life are less about 

where we are going or what we are doing, and more about how they are 

changing us, and who we are becoming. 
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Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 

to reshape the world around 

through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me? 

 

On my journey of faith I can look back on my life and see how far I have 

come, how I have matured in my faith, how I have accepted the call. 

 

And just as the disciples had Jesus to guide and lead them, and Elisha 

had Elijah as his mentor along the way, so too, I had faith filled people in 

my life who mentored me, encouraged me and helped me on the 

journey.  I began to be involved in church life, taking up the mantle of the 

elders who went before me, the older prophets, guiding and being a 

mentor for the younger ones. And just as Elijah moved on – was taken 

up – so too the elders in my life moved on, and handed over the 

responsibility of leadership …  just as we too hand over the mantle to 

those following us.  Elijah may not have fulfilled all he hoped he would 

during his lifetime, and leaves it to his follower to complete the work… to 

perpetuate the telling of the great story of God’s goodness and work in 

the world.  

 

And this is the life of discipleship… it’s a pilgrimage, a journey, and we 

are called to follow Jesus on this journey; to follow with the same 

unswerving determination, willingness and risk.  

 

Jesus never said life would be easy, but he does promise to be with us 

along the way, carrying us when the burdens of life get too much to 

bear, if we just trust in him, and follow where he calls us to go. 
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We all have those “follow me” moments in our life; we may not have all 

the answers, we only know we have this deep inner yearning, this drive, 

this feeling we have to go, we have to do this thing.  The question isn’t 

so much do we have a “follow me” moment, but will we. 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

 

Amen. 

 

Italic verses from Common Praise Hymnal # 430 

“Will You Come and Follow Me” 


